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Although poetry has often been 
sidelined in postcolonial literary 
studies, this talk argues that the 
field still has much to learn from it. 
But how should we understand 
the poetry of postcolonial poetry? 
Is it part of a largely self-enclosed 
verbal system—“suspended from 
any mutual interaction with alien 
discourse,” in the words of Mikhail 
Bakhtin? Dr. Ramazani’s talk 
argues that postcolonial poetry is 
best understood through its 
animated dialogue with other 
genres and discourses. Even as 
postcolonial poetry co-opts and 
contends with its others, it puts on 
display the features by which it 
differentiates itself from the 
genres it metabolizes. 
 
 
 
 

Jahan Ramazani is the Edgar F. Shannon 
Professor of English at the University of 
Virginia. His work includes A Transnational 
Poetics (2009), winner of the 2011 Harry 
Levin Prize of the American Comparative 
Literature Association, awarded for the 
best book in comparative literary history 
published in the years 2008 to 2010; The 
Hybrid Muse: Postcolonial Poetry in English 
(2001); Poetry of Mourning: The Modern Elegy 
from Hardy to Heaney (1994), a finalist for 
the National Book Critics Circle Award; and 
Yeats and the Poetry of Death: Elegy, Self-
Elegy, and the Sublime (1990). He edited the 
most recent edition of The Norton Anthology 
of Modern and Contemporary Poetry (2003) 
and, with Jon Stallworthy, The Twentieth 
Century and After in The Norton Anthology of 
English Literature (2006, 2012). He is an 
associate editor of the new Princeton 
Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics (2012). He 
has received a Guggenheim Fellowship, an 
NEH Fellowship, a Rhodes Scholarship, the 
William Riley Parker Prize of the MLA, and 
the Thomas Jefferson Award, the 
University of Virginia’s highest honor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference Committee 
 
Marc Cyr, Chair 
Georgia Southern University 
 
Gautam Kundu 
Georgia Southern University 
 
Dustin Anderson 
Georgia Southern University 
 
Hans-Georg Erney 
Armstrong Atlantic State University 
 
Joe Pellegrino 
Georgia Southern University 



PROGRAM AT A GLANCE 
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Panel 2: Struggles with Identity in Caribbean Literature 
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Panel 3: Empire and Transnationalism 
Panel 4: Queering the Imperium 
Panel 5: The United Hates of America 
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Panel 6: Home is Where the Hate Is: Women and Mysogyny 
Panel 7: "We Carry in our Hearts the True Country" - Australia 
Panel 8: Integrating the Diasporic 
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Friday 3:15 PM 

Panel 9: From Colonialism to Globalization in African Contexts 
Panel 10: Politics In and Out of the Classroom 
Panel 11: All Things Irish 
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Jahan Ramazani – "The Dialogue of Postcolonial Poetry" 
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Panel 18: Questions of Agency 
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Panel 21: The Global War on Terror in Fiction and in Film 
Panel 22: Post-Empiric Women: Hybridity and Allusion 
Panel 23: Colonial and Postcolonial Exchanges 
Panel 24: Textual Readings: Past, Present, and Future 
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Marc Cyr, Gautam Kundu, Simon Lewis -- "Is there A Post-Postcolonial Project?" 
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University of Rhode Island 

Respite on the Brink: Complicating the Crisis of 
Caribbean Identity in Andrew Salkey’s Escape 
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University of Miami 
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Lafayette Room Georgia Southern University 
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Armstrong Atlantic State University 

Leaving Out the Other: Le Ly Hayslip’s When 
Heaven and Earth Changed Places as a 
Reiteration of Eurocentric Hegemony 
Alison Johnson 
University of North Carolina - Greensboro 
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California State University, Northridge 

    

Panel 4: Queering the Imperium Chair: Pamela Rooks 
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Queer Journeys and Intimate Destinations in 
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Caroline Schwenz 
Emory University 

E.M. Forster and the Erotics of Space 
Alexander Hubbard 
Wofford College 
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Allison Mader 
University of Calgary 

Language, Agency, and the Marginalization of 
Women in Kipling’s Kim 
Adrian Coursey 
Georgia Southern University 

"A Play on the Theme of Race": Miscegenistic 
and Misogynist Narratives in a Postcolonial 
African Rewriting of Othello 
Angela Eward-Mangione 
University of South Florida 
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Disposal and Diaspora: Post-
Colonial Displacement in Australian 
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Western Kentucky University 
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Laura White 
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University 
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Postcolonial Literary Studies and Digital Media 
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Reach Lasting Peace in Border Communities of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland 
E. Moore Quinn 
College of Charleston 

The Postcolonial Picture of Dorian Gray: Sybil 
Vane as the Imperialized Other 
Tony Eberhardt 
University of West Florida 

    

RECEPTION: 4:30 PM – Ossabaw Room 
    

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 5:45 PM – Ossabaw Room 
Jahan Ramazani: "The Dialogue of Postcolonial Poetry" 
    

Session E: Saturday 8:30 AM 
    

Panel 12: Language, Culture, and Community Chair: Landon Way 
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Aaron Roberts 
Georgia Southern University 

The Playground as Site of Cultural Identity: 
Language Contact, Struggle, and Survival 
Victoria Batten 
Benedict College 
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Panel 13: Constructing and Deconstructing the State Chair: Laverne Nishihara 
Chippewah Room Indiana University East 
Revising the Narrative of Failure: Reconsidering 
State Failure in Nuruddin Farah’s Knots 
Amanda Waugh 
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The Crisis of Decolonization: Women and 
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Jayme Blandford 
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University of Miami 
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Power 
John Rooks 
Morris College 

“You’ll wear a hat like this”: Dissecting the True 
Self of Mustafa Sa’eed 
Nelson Shake 
Georgia Southern University 
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The Non-Utopian Writes Back: A Reading of 
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Resistant Postcolonial Fiction 
Mosab Bajaber 
University of North Dakota 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist, 9/11, and 
Postcolonial Transnational Identity 
Cheryl Duffus 
Gardner-Webb University 

Teaching the Muslim Experience in Postcolonial 
Studies 
Maimuna Islam 
The College of Idaho 

    
    
    
    



    

Panel 20: Predators, Prey, and Prayer Chair: Olivia Edenfield 
Monterey Room Georgia Southern University 
The Power of Prayer: Religion as Institution 
among Institutions in Abyssinian Chronicles 
Steven Almquist 
Spring Hill College 
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Pamela Rooks 
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Armstrong Atlantic State University 
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